
Sunday of the 29th Week of Ordinary Time – Is. 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thess. 1:1-5 & Mt.22:15-21
 

For the third week in a row our First Reading comes from the Prophet Isaiah, but now
from the second part of the Book, written many years after the earliest section, when
the People can look forward to a return to their homeland after the Exile in Babylon.
What is perhaps most remarkable about this passage is that a pagan king, Cyrus of
Persia, is called the “Messiah”. He is God’s “anointed” who is an instrument to do God’s
will of freeing people from their slavery. The God of Israel is unsurpassed, “apart from
me all is nothing”.
 
The words of our Second Reading today are the first written words, that we know of,
in our New Testament. This letter pre-dates our written Gospels and is the first one
that Paul wrote to a community that he himself helped to establish. Notice that his
greeting of grace and peace is one of those offered in our Liturgy as a greeting at the
beginning of Mass. This is also the first occasion when the three ‘theological virtues’ –
faith, hope and love – are grouped together, “faith in action, worked for love, and
persevered through hope”.
 
Having seen off the chief priests and the scribes, Jesus now turns his attention to a
group of people with whom he has already crossed swords many times in his ministry:
the Pharisees. These were the people who held sway in the synagogues of the towns
and villages away from Jerusalem. It is, in fact, this group who will survive the
destruction of Jerusalem that had already taken place by the time St Matthew wrote
his Gospel. Their ways and their teachings would have been very familiar to Matthew’s
original audience. Here they are in cahoots with unlikely bedfellows – the Herodians,
Jewish supporters of Roman rule. A trap is set for Jesus in their question, but he side-
steps it very deftly, except that…. Everything ultimately belongs to God as all Jews
knew!
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Tuesday of the 29th Week of Ordinary Time – Eph. 2:12-22 & Lk. 12:35-38

There are some extremely long sentences in this passage that need to be read slowly
in order to get the full impact of what Paul is saying. In essence he is building on
thoughts about unity between Jew and Gentile in the body of Christ – a theme that he
has discussed many times, including in this letter. They, we, are already part of the
body of Christ and are called into ever greater of what we are then called on to do,
“you too, in him, are being built into a house where God lives, in the Spirit.”
 
Our Gospel today continues the theme from yesterday of the need to be alert in our
discipleship. No one knows the hour when the Master will return so we need to be
ready for that hour, whenever it may come.

Having completed his opening
meditation on the role of Christ in
Creation and Salvation in chapter 1,
Paul now moves on to list what God,
in Christ, has done for the readers of
his letter. Two things are paramount:
God’s love and mercy. This has
brought about our salvation in spite
of our sinfulness and brought us
from death to life. Now we are called
to live a new life, “We are God’s work
of art, created in Christ
Jesus to live the good life as from
the beginning he meant us to live it.”
 

Monday of the 29th Week of Ordinary Time – Eph. 2:1-10 & Lk. 12:13-21

This powerful Parable of the Rich Fool is a
reminder of the need to be constantly alert as
disciples, not slipping back into complacency. 
 Thinking that he has earned enough ‘points’ in
the sight of God and has plenty of time ahead
of him to make up anything lacking in his life
before God, the rich fool has it all wrong. God
works in different ways altogether and we
never know when it is that we will be called to
account for our action, or lack of it.



Wednesday of the 29th Week of Ordinary Time – Eph. 3:2-12 & Lk. 12:39-48

St Paul speaks of his mission of sharing the good news with others in today’s extract
from the Letter to the Ephesians. He is to introduce others to “the mystery of Christ”,
something that he has experienced for himself, “I have been made the servant of that
gospel by a gift of grace from God who gave it to me by his power…” This message is
for the whole world – “the Sovereignties and Powers” – because it is a comprehensive
plan of salvation for all that God had in mind from eternity.
 
St Luke has gathered into a single discourse some material that we also find in St
Matthew’s Gospel, but with additions of his own. It is a powerful, even startling
warning about the need to be always about the business of being a disciple who does
the Father’s will. We find St Peter in this extract perplexed at what Jesus is saying.
Perhaps he is thinking that Jesus’ followers do not need to hear this message, they
are already travelling with him, but Jesus makes it perfectly clear that what he has to
say is for everyone, without exception.
 

Thursday of the 29th Week of Ordinary Time – (Feast of St John Paul II) Eph. 3:14-21 &
Lk. 12:49-53

Having set out his thoughts on the salvation of the world and how each one of us is
called into new life in Christ’s body, St Paul now launches into a prayer which
expresses in a few, rather long, sentences, all that he has been saying up to now.
What God has done and is doing in Christ is far beyond our imagining and is based on
power way beyond anything we might imagine.
 
Jesus makes it clear in today’s extract from St Luke’s Gospel that his words and
actions will cause division between peoples, even division within family groupings
and yet this must happen. He describes what he must do as a “baptism” and this is a
stark
reminder that our own baptism is a call to follow in his footsteps, not only on the
cosiness of our family setting in which most of us were baptised, but in giving witness
in other, not so cosy, circumstances as well. www.LumoProject.com/FreeBibleImages



theme across his letters – and to do all we can
to promote that unity. The two are inseparable
and charity, selflessness, gentleness and
patience are all means by which this goal of
unity will be achieved.
 
We have the final extract from this long
discourse where Jesus warns the disciples
always to be alert, to be found faithful at every
turn. Here we are encouraged to “read the
signs of the times”. “Reading the signs of the
times by the light of faith”, was the clarion call
of the bishops at the Second Vatican Council
as they attempted to transmit the message of
the Gospel once more in language that people
of the time would understand. That same call
is made to us in our time, taking a lead from
the example of those bishops.

Saturday of the 29th Week of Ordinary Time – Eph. 4:7-16 & Lk.13:1-9

“…(T)he saints together make a unity in the work of service, building up the body of
Christ.” St Paul offers various lists of ministries in the church in different letters, but
the message is a consistent one, as we can see from this quotation from today’s
extract: unity. The aim of that unity is to become more and more like Christ with each
fulfilling his/her own calling, “So the body grows until it has built itself up, in love.”
 
Repentance is, of course, a theme that we find in each of the Gospels, but it has a
very special place here with St Luke. Following his discourse on the need to be
constantly alert in our discipleship, he follows this up by emphasising, from examples
of incidents that were presumably known about by Luke’s audience, the imperative
to repent immediately. The Jesus portrayed by St Luke in his Gospel may well be full
of compassion but he also demands a full and immediate response from those who
have received these gifts.

Friday of the 29th Week of Ordinary Time – Eph. 4:1-6 & Lk. 12:54-59

St Paul now turns his attention to what the disciple must do in response to the
salvation of which we have become part. Above all is the call to unity – a constant

A Call to Unity


